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SUBVERSION IN THE U.K. ~ 1972

-dove X :
T gnd” o‘ther Irish extremist groups
are not considered in this paper.

There are several issues today which provide
subversive orgenisations with ovvertunities for-
exploitation, by propagenda and by direct forms of
protest, British entry into the BZ.E.C., the
Industrial Relations legisletion, the level of vn-
emaloyment, ‘the conduct of affairs in Northern
Ireland, even lesser igssues such as the decision t¢
limit free school milk and the vroyosals for control-
ling student union funds, are matiers on which
substantial sections of the community tend to oppose
the government. These issues nrovide cauwses which
subversive organisations have not been slow to seize
on but their role snd what they have uchieved must
be seen in perspective. In recent major issues, for
example the coal miners' stirike, Upper Clyde Ship-
builders and ovposition to the Industrial Relations
legislation, the efforts of subversive groups represent
a small part of a general momentum, fhile not
insimificant, thelr efforits heve not heen decisive.

2. The aumber of peovle who may be described

as committed supporters of the various subversive
organisations or woo arev siolently inelined .n:-rchists,
is little more than 40,000 or well below 0.1§ of the
vonulation. This flgar~ bears little relnLJ.onshj.p
%o the temporary, wider supnort which subversive
orgenisations sometines obtain when they adont cavses

of the dey which enjoy @ broad anpesl. ihe largely
Troteiyist insnired ae'nonstr ybion over Vietnam in




Grosvenor Square, London in October 1968 was atlended
by some -25,000-peonke —at least six times the known
number of Trotskyists in the U.K. _Similarly the
29,000 strong Communist Farty of Great Britain - -
(C.P.G.B.) exercises a disproportionate influence ..
among 10 million trade unionists.

3e All svbversive groups view popular causes

as opporvunities for extending their influence.
Although from time to time they find it tactically
acceptable to make common cause in joint demonstrations,
it should not be inferred that there are 40,000
orgenised militants, with identical subversive ains,
permanently capable of united action and under cen—
tralised direction. Experience over the vast five
years suggests thal the more revolutionszry groups of
the ultra-left, the Trotskyists and Maoists for
example, are incapable of forming lasting associations,
WWhen they do collaborate amonz themselves and with

the C.P.G.B., their relationskip is usually uneasy

and ephemeral, punciuated by dccirinal rivelrics and
power siruggles.

THE SOURCIES OF SULVERSION

The Commmists

4. The C.7,G,B., which with 29,000 members is
the strongest subversive group in the country; aims

to create a socialist state through peaceful means,

It plans First to brieg about a broad sccialist
ailiznce wihich will lead a large scale, povular
struggle to imorove the sociel and economic conditions
of working peonle. Once in power it nrowoses o con-
solidate its rosition by filling the leading appoint-
nents in the public service, armed forces and police




with trusted nominees. In praciice, having
consistently feiled to attract the electorate, it
is pursuving political power through infiltrating
the trade unions. = Using union revresentation, the
Communists. hope -to.influence. Labour Party poliey-to
‘the point where an elliance, which they would try
to dominate, became possible.

5. The Party's aims are coherent and nositive;
they are directed to a change in society rather than
to its destruction and the Party has sn interest in
succeeding to a viable rather than a ruined economy,
The Party does not advocate vioience or lawlessness.
Its attitude to promoting industrial varest, as

. towards intervention in volitical, sccial and economic

issves, is calculzted in terms of the political
advantage likely to accrus From its perticipation.
Although, through its industrial inflvence, its

size and its relatively sirong orgsnisation, ths
C.P.G.B. remains the major long term subversive threat
in this country, il is weakened by internal dissension.

The Trotskyisis

6, The Trotskyists groups taken together are
about 4,000 strong, one sevenih the size of the
C.P.G.B., but their membership is ineressing, Despite
constamt tactical and doctrinal disvutes among them-
selves they share common bagic aims and, couvictions.
They believe that a deceying cepitalist system is
nmaintained artificielly by an erms econemy and that
without this wvrop, which is already weakening, the
country will decline into a ore-revclutionary situation.
At this stage, because of cconomic hardship, the
working class will be induced io sccept Trotskyist
leadership, which will sicer the proletzriet into
direct confrontaiion with the forces of anthnority
until the point of revolution is rezehed,

oo sos’s




T. The Trotskyiste see no need to build mass
parties or secure Parliamentary power for this gur-
pose. They aim to identify and make contacts in
groups they consider to be currently zlisnated from
society ~ militant studenis, Irish activists, Black
Power groups and workers in industry are among their
present targets. They hope to use these Tfirst to
hasten the spreed of disillusionment with the capite~
list system and ultimately bo further the couse of
revolution. kuch of the Protskyist effort is
occupied in manipulating front organisations which
they use to maintain what is often 2 deliberately
violent challenge to authority. A characteristic
of this front activity is {the Trotskyists' ability
to attract the support not only of intelleciuals and
well known personalities such as Bernadette Devlin,
John Lennon and Vanessz Redgreve but also of large
nunbers of students with militent inclinations who
sometimes inflate Protsiyist confrontetions to
dimensions far beyond those of the hard core
membership.

HMaoists and Anarchists

8. Of the remsining subversive groups only the
faoists and the Anarchists sre significant. (Though
they have a total membership of about 4,500 the
Pascist groups represent only an occosional problem
for law and order rather thon a threst to national
security). ‘

9. The Haoists, whe number less than 500, are
fragmented; their numerous sylinter groups contain
& few intellectuals, some businessmen and several
trade unionists. Some young people including
students have been ettracted to HMaoism by the revolu-
tionary spirit exemplified in the foriar Red Guard

wrmsre—ET Ty
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movement in China. This finds reflection in the
vielence-sometimes-shown by -small-groups-of-Kacists
when participating in demonstrations orgenised by
others. 411 Haois® groups in this country are

- hostile to the C.P.G,.B. and Trotskyist groups, They

derive some hospitality and moral encouragement from
the Chinese Diplomatic Mission in London,

10. The number of traditionzl Anarchists in

this country is hard to assess as they avoid organi-
sation, but their press suggests that zbout one
bundred small groups often not numbering as many as
ten persons now exist - 2lmost double the number five
years ago. While all are theoretically dedicated to
the overthrow of any system of govermment in this
country, few are prepared to carry their beliefs
beyond the hounds of lawful proiest end much of their
public activity comprises narticipation in demonstra—
tions or forms of social protest such as squatting
in empty accommodation and publicising the alleged
injustices of the Social Services. A small number
however are prepared to show solidarity with continen-
tal Anarchists, for example by creating propagsnda
explosions in Spenish and [talizn government or
business premises in this country.

Neo-Anarchism

11. A recent development has been the apvearance
of what mey be called 2 ‘nec-jinarchist® group - The
Angry Brigade. I%s planting of bombs ressmbles
traditional Anarchist violence but the source of its
political inespiration is 6 be found more in the modern
revolutionory vhilosopkies of GULVARA, WARCUSE and
HARIGHELLA which hove encournged the develoument of
urben gueriila movements inm oiner varts of the world.
It is dedicated to the cowplete overibrow of vresent
society, though its grrosesels for replucing it are
not defined. Avert from the 1.R.\., the Aingry
Brigede's activities in 1971 reorssent the most




€

violent form of active political protest in present
day-society. Since-the arrest of-anumber of -mem~ -
bers of the Angry Brigade, there have been three
unclaimed and unexplained explosions. It must
therefore be recognised that members of the group
may still be at large or that other groups may
engage in violence of this kind,

12. Neo~Anarchist wmovements #ind haven and
support in the so-called Alternative Society, a

form of personal and cultursl protest which has
developed on a2 smell scale in this country. Some
of its members have established and live in communes,
one of vkich played a part in the Angry Brizoede

cagse, and its views and attitudes are represented

in the Underground Press. The latter, far from
being clandestine, is published openly and offered
for sale commercially. It is charvecterised by its

- revoluiionary and frequently obscene content and

its general aim appears to be the undemining of
present society by destroying public confidence in
its institutions. The precurser was perhone 'Private
Bye' though this is less crude and vrofessionally
more competent, enjoying a commercial viability which
has eluded ‘'IT', *02', '"FRENDZ', *INX' and the more
serious '7T DAYS?', Wihile they cxist these publica-
tions may achieve a circulation of up to 30,000
though it is wsvally considerably less. Only the
weelcly London entertainment smuide *Pime Ovi' which
also devotes snace to revolutionary articles and to
adveriising protest mestirgs appears to be sccurely
established at present.
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This BM discloses an extension of FMPSB activity
which, unless retracted, is likely to confuse Government
end o hamper the machinery established to provide both
instantand reviewed intelligence to consumer
departments. The salient noints are these:- O)

(2) without, so far as we know, any
requirement having been Laid on them by
Government, 1PSB have decided to issue
detailed retrospective surveys of

industrial disputes. One 11 paze survey on
the Docks dispute has already issued: a
second 15 page report on the Building Workers
dispute is about to appear., IFSB propose from
now on to preparse them for all major
industrial disputes;

(b) +these reports are not confined to events which
have taken place within MPSB's area of

jurisdiction, but cover countrywide aspects of the
disputes in question. MPSB have told us that they
have used meterial obtained from provincial

Special Branches in their revort on the Building
dispute; . '}
(¢) we have discoversd, although MPSB have not told u ,
that they heve sent the first report to the Home

0ffice (Police Department). There may be other
recipients;

(8) +the first report (Annex A to ssriel ) may
fairly be described as seriously inaccurate in
many places, Yorge, it contains whole paragraphs
plagiarised from the 'Daily Telegraoh', without
acknowledgment, No attempt has been made in it to
inform the consumer of the reliability of the
sources or the accuracy of the information. Its
contents, ineclvding assessments, sre in the main
stated as facts;

(e) PSB recently admitted to us that they have
no industrial agents., e 'mow that their attempts
to obtain sources in London %to cover the last

rail dispute, when et its height were made in a
most clumsy mennzr and were rebuffed. e
conaidered it fortunats at the time that they

/o cesssssse
UCPI0000031254/5
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2.

3.

Reference 8150 ! Policy File ]

4 (continued)

received no publicity as the already taut
situation between unions end Government
might thereby have bsen further sexacerbated.

The dangers arising from this situvation are:-

(a) +hat there =2re now two sources of
naticnal coverage of and reporting on the
subversive aspects of industrial disputes,
ourselves and MPSB. /e are moreover,
speaking with difterent voices;

(v) +that revorts sent to = consumer .
department spuch as the Home Office risk
acceptance at their face vealue, particulerly
when there is nothing to enable the reader
to assess their reliability. There is no
reason to think they might not be showm to
Ministers. Haa this happened with the
Docks dispute report then Ministers could

be forgiven for seeing in it corrobation For
a number of completely inaccurute statements
in the 'Daily Telegraph'. The result could
have been faulty ministerial decisions or
action;

(c) +that Jecurity service (and no doubt
Department of Zmployment) officers already
engzged in the vproduction of revorts in London
on industrial disoutes have no time to spare

to analyse end produce detailed comments on
lengthy revorts of such dubious provenance, and
to date, blatant inaccuracy. If the Home
Office produce these reports for the attention
of the addell Unit, the amount of time
wasting conld b2 substantial,

It comes as a shock to See INPSB indulging in

such an unwnrofessional aporoach to the production of
intelligence revorts. It is aporopriats to ask why
they consider it necessary to extend their function

in a manner which both duplicates parallel work
undertaken very much more effectively by Department of
Zmployment end at the some time usurps Security 3Jervice
responsibilities as the Government's nationsl security

fosooessneoses

UCPI0000031254/6
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23.11.73

23 29.11.73

27.11.73

29,11.73

30.11.73

B3+12.73

S Form 587

3.12.73

Reference
1
MPBS report re railways
12
upsB report re |G
13

MPSB report re building industry

MPSB report re engineering industry

15

MPSB report re industrial militancy against Phase Three

16
MPSB report re mineworkers

17
MPSB report re mineworkers

18

MPSB report re railways
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1. We discussed with Director T the series of reports from MPSB which
we have recently received and about which you wished to speak to
Commander Rodgers. Copies of all these reports are on this BM, serials 9a
to 18a. A number of them are of the type which one would expect MPSB to
produce for the benefit of the Metropolitan Police, since they refer to
matters which affect law and order or the policing of the Metropolitan

area. Bxamples of this kind are at serials F
The remainder deal with topics of national interest, i.e. the situation in

the building industry, the situation in the engineering industry, the
situation in the mining industry, the current state of the and
industrial action against Phase Three generally.

24 The following points would seem to be worth discussing with MPSB:-

i, We understood from MPSB that they would no longer undertake
enquiries about industpial or trade union matters unless they
had a specific law and order or subversive connotation. The
reports at serials 12a to 16a on the national scene would seem
to derive largely from press coverage and are not specifically
concerned with law and order matters, indeed that on the
mining industry specifically states, at paragraph 9, that
there is no immediate threat to public order.

ii, In view of the pressure under which MPSB are working the pro-
duction of the latler type of report, which is contrary to their
own policy, seems to be a waste of valuable resources, While
we shall continue to look to the MPSB for information about
gubversion in industry in the Metropolitan area, and no doubt
the Home Office will continue to look to them for information
about law and order, there is no requirement for general
background reports of this type.

111, T have spoicen o ', [N <ot
two of these reports in which there is information which alle-
pedly derives from informants. Fl are taking up separately
with MPSB the question of sources. Some of this information
might possibly be of value to us if the socurces were disclosed
and the information could be assessed. But at present none
of it can be incorporated in our own reports.

11 December 1973
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Gist of evidence concerning MPS attendance at, and access to records of, meetings of the
Subversion in Public Life (‘SPL’) committee

1. From the records available, it appears that Victor Gilbert consistently attended SPL meetings
as the MPS representative from the committee’s revival in March 1974 to June 1977, when
he left the MPS. James Waddell of the Home Office was often the Chairman of these
meetings.

2. The following police recipients are recorded as having authorisation to receive the SPL
committee reports and minutes:
2.1. March 1974 - New Scotland Yard - Victor Gilbert, Matt Rodger, R Wilson
2.2. March 1976 - New Scotland Yard - Victor Gilbert, Matt Rodger, R Wilson
2.3. June 1977 - New Scotland Yard — Robert Bryan, Rollo Watts, R Wilson
2.4. April 1978 - New Scotland Yard — Robert Bryan, Rollo Watts, Low, Alan Dickinson,
HN294
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—

1: . RECONSTITUTION OF THE INTERDEPAM‘IENTAL GROUP ON SUBVERSION IN

PUBLIC LIFE (SPL)

THE CHAIRHAN, welcoming members of the reconstituted Group, drew s.tfention to
its enlarged memberslup and the wider scope of its terms of réference: it was
now charged with eo—ord.mat:.ng assessments as well ‘as giving gu:.dance on the
collection of intelligence about subyersive activities across the whole spectrum
of national life. Under its terms of reference the SPL could profiose new areas 4
for investigation but it would be prudent to seek higher authority where these
were. of particular political sensi:tiw'i.-ty. The appropriate body would be the
reconstituted Subversion Home (SH) Committee which would ovérsee the work of
the SPL and advise Ministers, as necessary, on appropriate meagurés for counter

subversion in the UK.

The Group -

Took note, with approval, of the Chairman!s introductory remarks.

2. THEE THREAT OF SUBVERSION 10 THE UNITED KINGDOX

The Group had before it SPI.,(76) 2, a report by the'Seécurity Service on the above

subject.

THE CHATRMAN, sv.m-ming up 2 gene@ disoussion, said that the report provided

a useful swmmary which, while cﬁvering the whole range of subveraive groups and
their activities, emphasized the contimuing and significant threat posed by
the Communist Party of Great Britain (CPGB). It would be abp;’opriate for a
paper on thesé lines to be produced.regularly ‘and he invited the Security
Service to prepare a further report for consideration by the Group in six
months' time. In doing 50, it would be helpful if accqunt could be ‘taken of
their discussiocr, which had revezled 2 ::;:‘z:er of issues that 2 report of “"s

k:md might cover, :uzelnding the f:.n.a.ncxng of subversion and the links ’between
subversive organ:sat1ons in this country and their counterparts overseas.

Meanwhile, the paper before the Group did mot call for amendment or further

circulation, but should be used as a background against whidh to review develop-—

ments and consider what further action was required..




The Group -

Took note, with approval, of the Chairmants summing up.

The Group then turned to individual sections of the report. THE CHATRMAN

summed up 2 discussion of these, as follows:-—

Subversion in the Labour Movement (paragraphs 1-23, as amended). It was

agreed that there were ‘grounds for concern at the growth of subversive
influences in the Labour Movement. The group would wish to draw this to
the attention of the SH Committee. ’

The Public Service (paragraphs 24-28). It was agreed that the growth of

subversive activity contributed to increased disruption and that this gave
rise to concern. The Civil Service Departmefit were examining the problem
in consultation with Depaﬂmenté and with the Security Service.

Education (paragraphs 29—33). While the field of education did not; in
general, give rise to the same deéree of concern as had been expressed
about the Public Service, the Groﬁp would wish to endorse the increaséd
effort being made to establish the extent of the subversive influemces'at
work,

The Media (paragraphs 34-36). The Group would wish to note that while

it was difficult to make any overall assessment of the impact of ‘subversion
‘in this area, the scale of the threat was probably not substantial. They
would agree that it wes right to meintain a careful watch over -developments,

"Racial Tssues and the Extreme Right (paz'égraphs 37-40). ' These two
subjects were clo;ts'ly related. Recent developments in this area gave

cause for concern, The attempts of subversive groups to exploit the
situation called for further investigation; the Security Service, the
Hetropolitan and other Polic Forces were 2lready co-operating in this.

Politicel Terrorism (paragraphs 41-48, as amefided). The Group would note
that this subject (which exluded Irish terrorism on which there was




separa'te'-reporting) was a matter of contiﬁuing concern and. one to which

significant resources were already devoted.

The Group -~

Took note, with approval, of the Chairman's summing up.

3e The Group then considered the extent to which it should be concerned with
specific. measures to counter subversion. . It was not for the SPL to initiate
specific measures;-the SH Committee should be. invited to consider whether there

‘was scope for more activity in this field.

THE CHAIRHAN, summing up this part of ihe discussion, said it was clear that,
while the report they hed been examining need not ‘be circulated to SH, there
would be advantage in reporting to SH the outcome of their discussions and in
seeking their advice &1 the areas of partic'ular difficulty which had been
identified. He would arrange for ihe preparation of a draft report, which, it
might be possible to clear ovtif CQm.mittee. '

The Group -

Took note, with approval, of the Cheirman's summing up.

" Cabinet Office
1 December 1976
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. THE NATURE OF TROTSKYISH - -
WITH PARTICULAR REFERENCE TO THE UK

Background
1.~ The d.:.ctn.onary def:.mtzon oi’ a Tmtsky:.st isi=

%A Communist who supports Trotsm] s view that
excessive Russian nationalism is 1ncompat1ble
w:Lth tme mterna.tlonal Communism., "

- Trotskyism then can be said to be, like nam.sm, an attempi;
"o integrate the universal truth of Marxism with concrete
practice® (Mao, 6th Plenary of the CCP, 19%8). It is not
so0 much a pm.losophy as a code of practxce, not (in
Lenin's words) "what is to be done" but how. -

2. Trotsky can be regarded -as a classmal Marxist.
According to his biographer,. Isaac Deutscher "he represents
the Marxist school of thought in all its purity,. as it
existed before its debasement by the social democx;atic and
Stalinist orthodoxies". The bulk of his revolutionary .
writings belongs to the.pefiod 1929-40 -after h:Ls exile from
Russia and before his murder in Mexico.

3. If there is one theory which is regarded ds Trotsky's
unique contribution to the Marxist canon, it is the theory _
of "permanent or continuous revolution™. In fact this -
theory was originated by Marx himself. Nevertheless. :.t
resulted in the birth of 'l‘rotskylsm because it was the -

cause of the f:.nal break’ between Trotisky and Stalm.

4. Ha.rx saw the revolution as consisting of two stages,
the first "nationalist" stage which would be led by the

- bourgeoisie, and the second "socialist" stage which would
‘rYesult in the overthrow of the bourgeois leaders and the
dictatorship of the proleétariat. Tn the Rissia of the
revolution there was virtuwally no urban proletariat and
the peasantry, said Trotsky, was essentially counter-
revolutionary and could not be relied on.  Thus, he belleved
that for the revolution -to succeed it would be necessary -~
to win the ‘support of the 1nternatiog&l._ proletariat. The -

. revolution had to contipue and 1t e no sense to attempt:
to limit it to one country, as Stalin wished. This .

. praguatic .conclusion was subsequently elevzted into a

major revolutionary prmclple a.nd hes at the heart: of

Protskyist dogma.

E 5. '.l‘rotsmsts ma:.nta:.n tha‘b they are the only pure

revolutionary Marxists. They abhor the "Stalinists" (as
bhey call them) and regard Russ:.a, as Trotsky d:.d, as a

'/‘... . .'




"degenerated workers' State". They look with' equal

disfavour at the "social. democrats®. In Trotsky's own

. words, "Social Democracy, which prostitutes Marxism, and :
Stalinism are both morf;al enemies of the proletarian
revolution”.

6. Trotsky; like Marx, did not rega.rd. representative |
democracy.as an essential element of the’ socialist society
which he envisaged. He equated Western parliamentary
democracy - what he called the “bourgeois dictatorship”
with capitalism. "It is based on capitalist-propertys;. 117
. assures the propertied class of their economic and social
supremacy and consequently of their cultural and p011t1ca1
predominance”. Trotskyism is essentially revolutio:

+ to quote Trotsky again,"The strategic task of the Fourth
International lies not in rei’ommg capitalism but in its
overthrow. - Its political aim is the conquest of  power by
.the proletarlat for the purpose of expropr:.atmg the
bourgeo:.sie .

.

The - Trans:.tmnal Pro;g-amme

2. A f‘urth.er vital component in Trotslqylst theory is the
programme Trotsky wrote for the international body he created,

. ..the "Fourth International®™ (which succeeded three earlier

Communist internationals) in 1938. This programme is called
the "Death Agony of Capitalism® - or, mere popularly, the
Transitional Programme ~ and it is today regarded by all -
Trotskyists as scripture,. to be revered in the same way

as Marx's Commmist Manifesto.

8. ..It Jlays down what Trotskyists are to do in the period

" of transition between the- present day and the revolution

which Trotsky, like all Marxists, believed to be both
inevitable and reasonably imminent. The task of the Fourth -
. International "lies not in reforming ¢apitalism but in its
-overthrow. The method is to be "thé proletarian revolution®.
The programme lays down. precise guidance for a series of
transitional demands; the workers are to demdnd a sliding
scale of wage rises, and a progresslvely diminishing scale
of workins hours; factory committees are tc be established,
there is to be workers' control, business secrets are to be

- abolished,.and "key branches: of industry vital for national
survival" are to be expropriated. In order to guarantee

the "inviolability of workers' organisations and meetings®,

& system of strike pickets is to be established and workers®
-'groups for self ‘defence and an armed and trained workers‘
‘militia are to be set up.

" 9.  Throughout, the Transitional Programme makes it clear
that the demands being-put forward are revolutionary and not
an atternpt to improve the system by reform. "If ca.p:.ta.l:.sm
is mcapable of ss.‘-isfymg (these) demands, then let it
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perish". The whole programme is to build up.to a:
situation in which "dual power" has ‘been established,’

with the old State on one Side and the new workers®
.'Soviets on the other; The achievement of this will mark
‘the culminating point of the transitional period. Affer
' that, since "Two regimes, the bourgeois end the proletarian,
‘are irreconcilably opposed . . . conflict between them
is inevitable®". The existing State.structure and the
"bourgeois dictatorship" of Parliamentary democracy are
"not pledges for the future but decayed survivalsg of the
‘past. The epoch of wars and revolubions will raze them-to
the ‘ground®, . .

10. Although modern Trotskyism has mcorporated. other
ideas,.notably from the revolutionary ph:.losoph:.es of Cuba,
these principles remain clearly recognisable in the policies
of UK Trotskyist bodies and, indeed, can frequently be

used as criteria by which to’ measure the extent of
Trotskyist xnfluence in a 'body not otherwise overtly . -
Trotekyist.

Trotskyist Organisations in the UK

11, There are more than 20 separate Trotskyist orgam.satlons
in “the UK but only four bave a membership of more than 5-600.
‘These are: - ’

The Workers Revolutlona.ry Party (WRP/
'I"Iembershlp C. 5000

‘- The ‘Socialist Workers Party (SWP) Eormerly
the International Soc:.allsts)
. Hembersh:.p 0.3500

The *Militant! ’J.‘endency 7)
Membership c.1000

The Internatlonal Ha.rx:.st Group (IMG)
Hembersh:.p ¢.750.. .

412. The first British Trotsmst group emerged. out of what

. was then the British Communist Party. in 1932 with a miniscule
. membership.. Various other groups were set up in the years
that followed but. it.-was out of the Revolutionary Comnunist
Party (RCP) (established in 1944) that modern British
Trotskyism developed. The RCP, which came to an end in

-+ 1949, gave birth to three sepa.rate bodies all of which were
at the time ."entrist® groups within the Labour Party.

13. "Entrism", as Trotskyists ‘call 11; may be defined as the
secret penetration of another organisation aimed at influencing
and ultimately controlling .its policies. It has always been
an integral part of Trotskyist activity and its importance

Wwas best expressed by Trotsky hmself when he urged that

./." :




Trotskyist groups shouldretain the closest possible contact
with the mass movements of the working class. "The Kotran
says that the mountain came to. the prophet Mohammed;

Marxism counsels that the prophet should go to the mountain®.
Some Trotskyist groups regard entrism as.a bactic, to be
employed or discarded as political circumstances dictate..
‘For others it has become ‘a permanent strategy.-

14. Of the three groups which survived the RCP one, led

by Gerry HEALY, was expelled -from' the Labour Party and became
the. Socialist labour League in 1959 and the WRP in 1973;

the second, led by Tony CLIFF, came out of the Labour Party
and became the International Soc:.a.hsts, changing its name
to Socialist Workers Party in January 1977; the third,

known initially by the names of its leaders as the

"’ Grant-Deane Group, became the Revolutionary Socialist

League. in the mid 1950s. This last group adhered to entrism
and in the late 1960s disobeyed the instructions of the
United Secretariat of the Fourth International (USFI), the
international Trotskyist.group of which it was the British
affiliate, that it should come out of the Labour Party. .
Tt has remained ‘within that. party ever gince, abandoning

its name and becoming increasingly clandestine until it was
known only by the name of the Marxist paper, the "Militant",
which ‘it controlled and. behmd which 1t concealed itself.

15." The fourth of the major British groups, the International
Marxist Group, also began as an entrist group in the Iabour
Party but established itself as’an overt group in the laté
“1960s, becoming the British section of USFI m place of the
d:xsaff:.l:.ated RSL.

- 16. Until the mlddle 19505 all BX 'L'rots]q:Lst groups were
very small. [The impact of the Soviet inftervention in
"Hungary and. of Khruschev's revelations about the Stalinist
period at the 20th Congress of the CPSU began-a period of
steddy thouygh not dramatic growth; recruits came both from
disillusioned meémbérs of the CFGB.and from the ranks of what
was then called the "New Left" - those extreme Left wingers

. who were deterred from joining the CPGB by its :Lnflex:.b:.l:.ty
and its reputation of being under Soviet domination.

17. A da.agz-am illustrating the-development of UK Trotskyist
groups and the relat:.onship beWeen them is to be found in the

Appendix.

.Trotskyism and Violence

"18. " "History down to now has not thought out
any other way of carrymg nankind fuprthen
than that of setting up the revolutionary
violence of the progressive classes
against the conserva.tlve viclence of the
ou'bwpm classea" "

v . - i, .




Mhe revoiution logically does not demand -
.terrorism . . . But the revolution does
require of the revolution class that it
should.attain its ends by all methods at
its disposal - if necessary, by. an armed
riging; if regquired, by 'terrorism".'

Trotsk:y
"!l‘error:.sm & Commum.sm“

Unlike the Communist Pa:ct;;y of Great Britain, Trotskyist-

groups have never accepted the feasibility of a.peaceful

British road to socialism.. No Trotskyist:group in the UK

is known so far to have planned either an armed rising

or terrorist activity. -  If. questioned on the subject they

* would without doubt maintain that objective conditions in

" the UK do not at present require such action; and indeed
that such "adventurist” behaviour "would open the door

to the most savage oppression of all Left wing groups"
‘(Workers Press: 20 September 1973). Nevértheless Trotskyists
adheré to the belief that the working class is continudusly
oppressed by the violence of* the State and that they are
wholly justified in using violence against the State in
self-defence. "Every capitalist- society has an element of -
. institutionalised violence which has become mcreasmgly

" apparent since the decline. of capitalist economy in the

late 1960s" (Tarlq ALI, August 1973).

19. The violence associated with Trotskylst groups on
picket lines and other demonstratioéns since ’|957, their
consistent (though qualified ‘and, since the passing of the
Prevention of Terrorism Act, muted) sympathy for- the aims
.if not. the methods of the IRA, and the WRP's current.links
with the Libyan Government and with terrorist groups in
the Middle East make the possibility of Trobskyist. violence
a factor to be taken seriously into consideration in any
assessment of the slgmi‘:l.cance of their activities in the
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THE THREAT OF SUBVERSION TO THE UK: APRIL 1977

SUMMARY

INTRODUCTION
1s This paper up-dates the Security.Service survey
circulated in October 1976 (SPL(76)2), paying particular
attention to the financing of subversive orgapisntions and
their overseas links. It concludes that no British Trotskyist
organisations derive external support on a scale comparable
with that which the Communist Party of Great Britain (CPGB)
receives from the international Communist movement. That
movement, whose activities the Commuﬁist Party of the Soviet
Union (CPSU). seeks to co-ordinate in pursuit of Soviet policy
obJecLives} represents a significant threat to the UK.

COMMUNIST SUBVERSION




2.




TPhe Activities of the CPGB

8. Degpite the -CPGB's deglining membership and poor finances
it still has considerable influence within the Labour movement.
The CPGB continues to use this influence to promote "Labour-

Communist unity", through which.it hopes eventually to open the

way to a Communist society in the UK.

9. The Labour Party Most of the-candidates for whom the

CPGB lobbied at the Labour Party's 1976 annual conference were
elected to the Labour Party NEC. PubLicity given to allegations
of extreme Left-ﬁing influences has however led the handful of
Labour MPs with whom the CPGB maintains contact to be more

circumspect.

10. The bans which prevent Communists gaining direct access to
Labour Party bodies remain a major impediment to the CPGB, but
Communists are sometimes able to influence the selection of
delegates to Constituency Labour Parties (CLFs) and thus to bring

indirect Communist pressure to bear on the Labour Party.
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such manoeuvres Communists have secured a significant
;vee of influence in over 40 CLPs. They support the
sposed- reforms in Labour Party procedure which would place

:ater power in the hands of CLPs.

The Trade Union Movement The CPGB continues to exploit

i disproportionate influence in certain major trade unions.
has concentrated its efforts on discrediting the social

stract and seeking to prevent its renewal in 1977.

JCSKYIST SUBVERSION

Trotskyists, particularly members of the SWP, are an l
reasing irritant in the affairs of certain trade unions and

some industrial disputes, but at nationallevel they are not

[oss
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able to eiercise an influence comparable with that of the
CPGB.

14. Most major British Trotskyists groups are members of one
or other international Trotskyist grouping but none regularly
obtains significau& financial aid from such a source. Since
Protskyist parties have nowhere come to power, no British
Trotskyist group has an external source of ideological support

comparable with that which the Soviet Bloc represents for the

Iarge donations from individual members and

sympathisers, notably in the world of entertainment, play a

significant part in funding the WRP.

THE EXTREME RIGET

15. Building its platform primarily on its racial bolicies,

" the National Front has grown in size and is attracting on
average some "% of the electorate. Fascist organisations are
unable to match the National Front's appeal; wembership of the

largest, the British Movement, scarcely exceeds 500.

RACIAL ISSUES

16. ' There have been no major outbreaks of racial unrest

since the summer of 1976 but Right-wing sud Left-wing extremist
groups continue their atteupts to exploif racial tension.
Neither the CFGB nor Ultra Left-wing groups have made much

progress in attracting support awong imwigrants, while coloured

o AP
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extremists are hampered by the barriers which exist between

the different immigrant communities. Only the National Front
derives substantial advant;agé from racial tension at present, .
but there are some signs of a further deterioration in race
relations which may provide Deft-ving extreuists with greater

opportunities for exploitation in the future.

THE PUBLIC SERVICE |

17.. A recent review has revealedl that some 1,125 civil servants
have signifiéant security records;' of these only 14 have access
to information classified above Confidential., Threats of
disﬁption may arise where subversives are concentrated in
particular departments or locations, especially if tiley are
able to exercise influence through trade uhion channels. A
study in progress designed to quantify these has so far
revealed that the activities of gubversives in the CPSA and
SCPS below national level may be a particular problem in two

_ Government depzu;tmcnt:s. Subversive organisations retain

3 signii‘icant influences in both unions at national level.

EDUCATION

18. Progress has been made in defining the extent to which
teachers in schools and higher educational establishments have
affiliations with subversive groups. Efforts are also being
made to identify establishments where teachers with subversive
affiliations are concentrated. In higher education, the CPGB
appears more successful than Trotskyist groups in at':'tracting
young lecturers. Isolated instances of concerted activity by

teacher members of the WRP in a few schools have come to light.




SUMMARY

7.
Cormunists and their associates have retained control of the
National Union of Students but their reputation among students

has been dented.

POLITICAL TERRORISM

20. No British subversive groups are known to aid Irish
Republican extremists in the commission of acts of terrorism,
but the WRP has stepped up its propaganda support for the
Provisional Republican Movement.

21. No violence-prone revolutionary group in the mould of the
Angry Brigade is known to exist but some Anarchist and Maoist

groups are continuing to recruit - possibly with the

intention of putting their expertize to violence uses.
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BOX 500 REPORT

SUMMARY

Introduction

Since the second world war subversive groups have been
seen as a covert threat to parliamentary democracy, to classified
information and to the safety and well-being of the State.
(Paras 1 - 3.)

A Review of the Threat

2. The threat has been reviewed in the light of recent
developments and current intelligence about the main subversive
groups. These groups have not affected parliamentary democracy
nor succeeded in causing serious disruption. Although Militant
Tendency's success in winning 3 Parliamentary seats and its
strength in the Civil and Public Servants Association gives
cause for concern, the activities of subversive groups rarely
have any decisive impact on society They lack effective
direction and discipline. Th . t operate effectively
under cover

versives may still s t a
or official informaticon to further their cause. (Paras 4

16.)

The Current Subversive Scene

k The subversive population has declined from a post war
high of 50,000 to 28,000 today, while the number of subversive
groups has proliferated and fragmented. Oonly [l have a
capability and significance to merit detailed study by the
Security Service. (Paxa 17.) A summary of the strength and
actions of the main subversive groups is at Annex A.

The Current Threats

4. Currently subversive groups present a very low threat
to Parliamentary democracy. (Para 18a.)

S. Subversive groups may take advantage of any access to
official or classified information to embarrass government
or to further their own aims. This threat is receding as the
number of subversives declines. (Para 18b.)

6. Subversive groups do not presently have the capacity to
instigate disruptive activity in the Civil Service, nor the
strength and influence to achieve their subversive aims through
industrial means. (Para 18c¢ and d.
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BOX 500 REPORT

The Threat from Subversion

This report reviews the threat from subversion and the
perceptions and assumptions on which this has been based
since the end of the second world war. It surveys the present
state of the main subversive groups and provides an assessment
of the current threat from subversion.

Introduction

2e One of the functions of the Security Service as defined
in the Security Service Act, 1989, is the protection of
national security from "actions intended to overthrow or
undermine parliamentary democracy by political, industrial
or violent means". This definition derives frem the statement
made to Parliament by Lord Harris of Greenwich in 1972. He
described subversion as:

“Activities threatening the safety or well-being
of the State and intended to undermine or overthrow
parliamentary democracy by political, violent or
industrial means".

e Lord Harris's definition and the protective security
measures, principally the vetting system, which have been
developed since the end of the second world war were shaped
in the light of European and British experience in the 1940's,
50's and 60's. This experience suggested that a centrally
directed and coordinated minority, as in Czechoslavakia,
could manipulate events covertly in key areas of society,
possibly with the support of hostile foreign governments;
and that subversively motivated individuals would be unreliable
custodians of classified information. More specifically:

i. Subversive groups were perceived to pose a threat
to parliamentary democracy because:

a) their purpose was to cause stress and disruption
in scociety;

b) they operated clandestinely;

¢) they were well-organised and worked to a long-
term strategy:

d) direction, discipline and organisation could
give minority groups a capability and power
out of all proportion to their numbers;

e) there was an

UCPI0000036607-3
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BOX 500 REPORT &
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BOX 500 REPORT ke

They may, however

ake advantage o opportunities afforded through an
access to classified areas of Government work

They may
misuse classified or official information to embarrass
government, influence public discussion or generally
further their own aims. Those on the subversive right

are unlikely to wish to do anything to damage national
interests.

ii. Those subversive individuals who are wholehearted
supporters of the Soviet Union and its allies, or of
other Communist regimes, cannot be regarded as reliable
custodians of classified information because they may
volunteer information to a hostile intelligence service.
The risk that individuals on the subversive right will
work for a foreign power is extremely small.

iii. This threat is presently receding as the number
of subversives declines and the age and background of
some of them lessens the likelihood that they will become
candidates for access to classified information. In
1988 the percentage of adverse assessments arising from
some 300,000 normal vetting type checks was just under
0.15%.

c) The Threat of Disruption to Government Business

Scme members and sympathisers of subversive groups
employed in Government or Local Government Departments
become involved in disruptive action at work. Neither
subversive groups nor individuals have the capacity
to instigate such action on a large scale but do try
to exacerbate existing grievances, mainly through Trade
Union channels, in order to increase their membership
and influence; alsc, more generally, to promote long-
term subversive aims.

da) The Threat to the Safety and Well-being of the State

Subversive groups do not at present have sufficient
strength and influence to bring about their subversive
aims through industrial means and thus cause damage
to the well-being of the State. Subversive groups will
try to exploit or prolong existing industrial disputes
but are now generally unsuccessful because of the very
low numbers of members of these subversive groups who
are also officials or executive members of trade unions.

19. The conditions which formerly enabled subversive
organisations to be more effective than at present may recur.
Alternatively a continuing decline may persuade some individual
subversives that they will only attain their objectives by
violence. This assessment will therefore be reviewed
periodically or in the light of new intelligence.
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The Main Subversive Groupings: 1989

There are [l subversive groups which are the subject
of study and investigation by the Security Service. The
groups cover the spectrum of extreme politics and are detailed
below according to the main 'philosophy' they follow.

Communists (10,500 members)

p 34 There are now 3 Communist Parties, the oldest of which
is the Communist Party of Great Britain (CPGB) with
members. But 40% of its members are over the age of 60

The CPGB inclines to the Euro-Communist view of socialism
and, because of this, has lost control of the 'Morning Star'
newspaper.

e In 1977 the New Communist Party (NCP) was formed from
breakaway members of the CPGE and now has about members.
It follows hard line and pro-Soviet policies

4. In 1988 there was a further split from the CPGB with
the formation of the Communist Party of Britain (CPB) which
has some members. The CPB alsc focllows hard line,

pro-Soviet policies and has access to the ‘'Morning Star'
newspaper which, though nominally independent of the CPB,
nevertheless supports it in its hard line stance.

Trotskyists (12,500 members)

5. The Trotskyists now represent the single largest
subversive philosophy in Britain with some 12,500 adherents.
Only two groups, however, represent a threat of any numerical
size - Militant Tendency (MT) with a membership of just over

and the Socialist Workers Party (SWP) with some [N
members. .

6. MT has followed the practice of entryism into the Labour
Party with a view to gaining control of that party, primarily

through its constituency organisations. Whilst the Labour
Party has continued its purge of MT members in 1989 there
are still three Labour Members of Parliament - Dave Nellist,

Pat Wall and Terry Fields - who are members of MT and subject
to its discipline.

7. Whilst SWP's membership remains fairly constant at about

it nevertheless has a turnover of approximately 25%
each year. This high rate of turnover probably stems from
the concentration on recruitment £rom students in higher
education establishments.

8. The remaining 2,500 followers of Trotskyist principles
are split into a number of bickering groups, including the
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once - significant Workers Revolutionary Party (WRP) -

Marxist-Leninists (600 members)

9. Marxism-Leninism (formerly Macism) has a number of
adherent groups, most of which are very small in number. The
two most significant are the Communist Party of Britain
(Marxist-Leninist) with about [l members and the Revolutionary
Communist Party of Britain (Marxist Leninist) with no more
than [Jmembers.

Anarchists (400 members)

10. Anarchists usually only organise themselves into small
groups. There are some 400 members in these groups, the
largest of which is Direct Action Movement (DAM) with upwards
of members.

Right Wing Extremism (2,000 members)

11, The three main groups in this category are the National
Front Confederacy (NFC) with about [l members, the National
Front Directorate (NFD) and the British National Party (BNP)
both of which have about [l members each. Although there
has been little overt activity by these groups they still
enjoy steady and possibly slightly increasing support.

12. The - main groups described above have a total
membership of 26,000. There are about 2,000 others who are
menbers of some [ij further organisations which are assessed
as subversive. This makes a total of 28,000 subversives
in 1989.
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OFFICE

MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE FISHERIES AND FOOD

DEPARTMENTS OF HEALTH AND SOCIAL SECURITY

PRIVY COUNCIL

DEPARTMENT OF EMPLOYMENT

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

BOARD OF INLAND REVENUE

EXPORT CREDITS GUARANTEE DEPT

CIVIL AVIATION AUTHORITY

LORD CHANCELLOR's DEPT
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BRITISH COUNCIL

PCO/COMMUNICATIONS ADMIN DEPT

HM CUSTOMS AND EXCISE

UCPI0000036607-15
UCPI0000036607
15



97-102.

103.

104.

105-163.
164.

BOX 500 REPORT

POLICE DISTRIBUTION

HM Chief Inspector and Inspectors
of Constabulary
(England and Wales)

HM Chief Inspector of Constabulary
(Scotland)

Assistant to HM Chief Inspector
of Constabulary

All UK Police Forces

Commandant, Police
Staff College
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BOX 500 REPORT
INTERNAL DISTRIBUTION
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